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Sunday Worship Themes - 

February 
 

      
 

 7th: “How Much Do We  
        Care‽” 

Luke 5:1-11 
 

 14th:  “What Comes Down  
           Will Go Up”       Luke 9:28-36  
 

 21st:  “Sacrifice—Scripture— 
           Salvation” 

                Readings  
 

 28th:  “Prophetic Truth” 
Readings 

 

 
  
We invite you to read, pray 
and prepare for each time of 
worship. 

   
 jws 

   

Lenten Focus:  

Prayers from the Bible  
 

     During the forty days of Lent, our     

worship services will focus on several 

prayers of Holy Scripture.  We will 

draw from both Old and New           

Testaments, including prayers of our 

Savior, Jesus. 

     Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, 

17 February.  We will conduct Divine 

Services at 5:00 and 7:00PM.  Please 

join us for a special message, music, 

the imposition of ashes and the Lord’s 

Supper. 

 
     The next five Wednesdays, only one 

service will be held – at 5:00PM.  After 

each service, a group will host a light 

supper in Fellowship Hall.  These    

provide wonderful opportunities for 

meeting and mixing --- please join us 

each week. 

     Consider whom you might invite 

and bring to a service and supper. 

Many unchurched are praying people . 

. . this may be a good opportunity to 

reach out to them and for us to        

welcome them.  Please mark your   

calendar to worship together during 

Lent Wednesdays! 

“Prayer Pretzels” during Lent 
 

     As the story is told, it was the year AD 610, 
and a frugal lay “brother” was baking.  He lived 

in the snowy Alps, on the French-Italian border, 

and he was baking bread in a monastery.  When 

he finished, there was still some dough           

remaining.  He took that dough and folded over 

strips to represent arms crossed in prayer.     

Eventually, he gave them to children as a reward 

for learning their prayers. 
 

 
   

     These gifts of dough were call “pretiola,” a 

Latin word for “little gifts.”  From this, we have 

our “pretzel.”    In some areas, it was called 

“bracellae,” a Latin word meaning “little arms.”  

The three openings are said to represent the    

persons of the Trinity.  Salt reminds us that we 

are “the salt of the earth.”  Yeast represents the 

kingdom of heaven, a reminder to be a leavening 

influence in the world by living the Gospel. 

     In 1861, the first commercial pretzel bakery in 

America was established in the  Pennsylvania 

Dutch area.  Traditionally, the pretzel is a Lenten 

food, originally baked and eaten only during 

Lent.  As you receive a pretzel at each Lenten 

supper, think of the meaning, importance and 

privilege of prayer! 

 

Ash Wednesday:  Individual Confession and Absolution,  2:00 – 4:00PM  
 

     For two hours on Ash Wednesday afternoon, Pastor Stieve will be in the chancel/altar area 

to hear individual confessions.  While this is not a mandate, the practice of individual confes-

sion and absolution is a long-established practice in the Christian Church. 

     The form used, based on the Rite in Luther’s Small Catechism, is on pages 292-293 of Lu-

theran Service Book.  You will not be “required” to say or do anything more than you are led 

to do.  Anything confessed in these sessions is kept completely confidential. 

     You are invited.  Your time with the pastor would normally last about ten minutes.  If you 

do not wish or are not able to come, we encourage you to take time Ash Wednesday, before 

receiving Holy Communion, to review Luther’s “Twenty Questions” in the Small Catechism – 

Section 4.  They are printed on pages 329-330 in  Lutheran Service Book. 



TThhee  PPaarrssoonn’’ss  PPaarraaggrraapphhss    
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  As St. Paul wrote to the Philippians, “I thank my God in all my 

remembrance of you” (1.3), and that certainly applies to my brothers and sisters at Lutheran Church of 

the Risen Savior!  As I have stated to many since January 17th, it was a wonderful, blessed day of 

worship, fellowship and celebration!  Special thanks to Rosie, to Ed, and to Bishop Dave.  Thanks to all 

for a most generous gift! 

Included in my remarks, I noted that in a town where we do not buy “green” bananas, it was not 

surprising that my 40th anniversary was celebrated five months early.  (Of course, that goes along with 

the fact that in Green Valley, if you’re “on time,” you’re “late”!)  To further compound matters, you 

honored me for ten good years in Green Valley (even as I complete eleven total years).  Of course, no one 

is perfect! ☺ 
 

As I thank and honor you for this shared time of ministry celebration (and that it truly was), I 

thank God for my Call into the Holy Ministry; my Calls: to Faith, Lincoln NE – focusing on evangelism, 

youth, education; to Bethesda, Chicago IL – focusing on school ministry, education, administration; to 

Grace, Wyoming MI – focusing on human care, education; and to Risen Savior . . . putting to use all of the 

above and more!  For most of these years, I had the privilege of serving our English District, also. 

During my public ministry, I have been privileged to work directly with other pastors, “ministers” of 

music, education, outreach; teachers, principals and a deaconess . . . each step blessed with team 

ministry.  Above all, God blessed me with Godly parents; with a Godly and faithful, loving and supportive 

wife, Judy; Godly children; and with loving, caring, supportive, understanding congregation members --- 

including outstanding lay leaders! 
 

Having written this, I wish to emphasize the following … Finally: it’s not about the person, it’s about 

God’s plan; not about a program, but rather a purpose, not about my way, but God’s Word; not about 

constitutions, but our confession; not about charisma, but the Christ; not about a congregation, but 

Christ’s Church; not about income, but Godly inspiration; not about me, but ministry; not about being 

served, but serving; not about financial plans, executive limits or surprises, but it’s about forgiveness, 

life and salvation! 

Soli Deo Gloria!  
 

Now, we prepare for Lent.  These “forty days” are a time of humble submission, reflection, 

introspection, confession and reception.  Please join us for the six Wednesdays of Lent … and the days 

of Holy Week.  Set aside special time for Bible reading and study, prayer and meditation, personal 

devotions (including our book!) and corporate worship. 

Thanks, again --- we go forward in the Name of our Savior, Jesus! 
 

John Wm StieJohn Wm StieJohn Wm StieJohn Wm Stieveveveve    
Following Christ into People’s Lives  



 Luke 12:34"For where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also.  

 If you are like me, you usually hear this verse in 
reference to financial stewardship. Take some time 
and look at the context. This verse is nearly in the 
middle of the chapter which begins with an 
“innumerable multitude of people” gathering near 
Jesus as He is teaching His disciples. He teaches them 
to beware of the Pharisees’ hypocrisy; not to fear 
man, but God who is greater and therefore to be bold 
to confess Christ regardless of possible punishment 
from man.  

 “Then one from the crowd said to [Jesus], 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance 
with me”. Jesus teaches with a parable about the rich 
fool who had a great harvest and, instead of giving 
(or even selling) what he didn’t need to others, he 
built bigger storehouses. The parable ends: "But God 
said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, 
and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? So 
is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich 

toward God." (verses 20-21) This last phrase is similar to 
verse 34 (at the top of the article). The verses in 
between contain Jesus’ teaching that we need not 
worry because God cares for us and knows our needs 
before we even ask Him.  

 One of those verses is "Instead, seek his kingdom, 

and these things will be added to you.” In The Divine 
Drama class, recently, we looked at this verse as well 
as it’s counterpart in Matthew (6:33) which says to 
“Seek first the Kingdom of God…”. But, we are never 
told what to seek 2nd or 3rd, etc. Note that Luke 
leaves out the word ‘first’. The premise being that we 
are to seek only the Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and God will meet all our needs– and 
even some of our wants.  

 The next thing Luke writes about is Jesus 
teaching about the “Faithful and Evil Servants”. 
The faithful servant is the one who is ready, 

waiting and watching for the Master to return.  
How do you ‘keep watch’ and ‘be ready’ for Jesus’ 
return? Frequent participation in public worship and 
partaking of the Lord’s supper? Regular 
participation in Bible study in a group AND daily by 
yourself? Leading a life of prayer (conversing with 
God as you go through the day– thanking Him for 
the ‘little things’ and asking Him for help even with 
‘trivial’ needs)? Looking out for and serving anyone 
you see with a need?   
 God bless you richly as you partake in the 
new Bible studies that are going on and as we 

celebrate the Lord’s mercy toward us as 

Risen Savior celebrates Human Care/ Mercy 

this month. 

Together in His service, 
 
 
 
Deaconess Jeri 

February 2010 

Tip of the Month: Medicine Disposal 
Each of the Green Valley Fire Departments has a metal receptacle to  
collect medications that are either expired, or are no longer useable to you. 
Flushing the medications is not a good idea since the pills will end up  
dissolving in the water supply, and the wastewater treatment plants cannot  
remove all of the dissolved substance. 
 All you need to do is remove the labels w/ your personal  
  information, and keep the medications in their original containers. 

Mercy Emphasis: Blanket our military with love! 
Our Chaplains in Afghanistan have asked for our help! 
Four LCMS Chaplains stationed at Bagram Air Force 
Base have shared a need for blankets for the troops 
and the civilians. Winter is there, and the army blan-
kets are not the warmest!  Please drop off any dona-
tions of warm blankets or quilts next to the Food bank 
Box. If you have any large boxes for shipping, those 
would be appreciated, also. Speak to Deaconess Jeri if 
you have questions. 

Super Bowl Sunday is February 7. During that week-
end we will be taking a door offering for  
Lutheran Social Services of the Southwest. This has 
been our tradition the past few years and this year we 
will be able to present them with the check the         
following week in honor of their 40 year  
anniversary of serving the people of Arizona and the 
southwest. They provide programs such as counseling 
and support, disaster services, refugee assistance, 
home care, assistance for youth who are transitioning 
from foster care to living on their own and many other 
types of services.  I know this is a challenging time for 
all of you, and I appreciate any help you can give.   
Volunteers are needed as well as money. 
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Points of Grace              
 
Ask… 
 
"You do not have, because you do not ask."  

This passage from James 4:2 echoes in my head as I shepherd the church God has 
called me to in Sahuarita. I am continually surprised by God's blessings in the people He has 
given into my care. Some are older than me, some are more gifted in certain areas, and some 
more experienced. When I am faced with addressing the many challenges that confront a new 
church plant, my first impulse is to find the quick and expedient solution. If I do not stop to think 
about God's provision, I am tempted to do it myself.  

But God has blessed Gracepoint with all kinds of people: Caring, talented, and willing to 
grow in faith as they serve and lead. I have found that often times, these opportunities to grow 
do not happen unless I ask.  

As pastor, part of the challenge of leadership is to open up ministry and growth 
opportunities to our whole community. Not everyone is ready or willing to lead. But part of my 
work is to prayerfully consider and nurture everyone the Lord has provided, and to identify those 
who can and will lead. Once I have asked the Lord of the Church for guidance, my responsibility 
does not end there. I must then go and ask God's people to lead. As the leader of leaders, I am 
called to ground our team leaders in our shared values, including worship, God's Word, and 
prayer. From there, my role is to empower them through modeling, equipping, and feedback.  

For Gracepoint, this leadership process began six months ago and is very much a work 
in progress. Some of our leaders have never been in formal leadership positions, so I find it 
important to begin by explaining that leadership is not about doing it all. In fact, our teams are 
being built up by the many faithful volunteers who make up our community.  

The long term vision is to have our leaders begin building leaders from within each 
ministry team, so that no area becomes a "protected silo", where newcomers are not welcome. 
Just last week, a new attendee asked me if we could use help with our praise team. In a 
moment of clarity (I did not do it myself), I pointed her to our team leader, with full confidence 
that there would be a place for her. Part of our ability to incorporate new people into ministry 
comes, quite frankly, from our many needs. But the broader vision is that Gracepoint will 
continue to be a place for the community of Sahuarita to connect to Christ and for the 
community of Gracepoint to grow in God's grace.  

This spiritual growth begins when people join us and hear God's Word and receive the 
Sacrament. But our hope is that this growth will be nurtured further when our leadership reflects 
on God's promised provision in James 4:2. As new people are added to our number and as we 
enter into each other's lives, I pray that our leadership will always be bold enough to open up 
ministry and growth opportunities to all people in our community, which begins by asking. 

 
Pastor Steve Patton 
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Prostate Wellness Group meets Feb. 12th 
  
For the month of February, the Prostate Wellness Group will meet at Desert Hills Lutheran Church, 
2150 S. Camino del Sol,  on their regular day of the month:  Friday, Feb. 12, at 10 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Twenty gents met in January to hear Dr. Jerry Greenberg  field questions and give answers to 
those attending.  For February we shall continue the conversation, among ourselves, of any and all 
questions about prostate health and difficulties. 
  

Come and join us! We don't diagnose or prescribe, but you might be surprised how much information 
you can glean from this experienced group of guys.  Coffee and goodies?  Of course! 
  

Contact:  Dave Schmidt,  399.0154 . 
 

A.S.AP. 
 

Ever wonder about the abbreviation A.S.A.P.? Generally, we think of it in terms of even more hurry and 
stress in our lives. Maybe if we think of this abbreviation in a different manner, we will begin to find a 
new way to deal with those rough days along the way.  
  

 *************  
There's work to do, deadlines to meet;  

You've got no time to spare,  
But as you hurry and scurry-  

A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER 
 

In the midst of family chaos,  
"Quality time" is rare.  

Do your best; let God do the rest-  
A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER. 

 

It may seem like your worries  
Are more than you can bear.  

Slow down and take a breather-  
A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER  

 

God knows how stressful life is;  
He wants to ease our cares,  

And He'll respond to all your needs  
A.S.A.P. - ALWAYS SAY A PRAYER. 

  

 
 
 

(From The Lutheran Hymnal, page 454:5) 
 

“Prayer Is the Soul’s Sincere Desire” James Montgomery/John Chetham 
 

Prayer is the Christian’s vital breath, 
The Christian’s native air, 

His watchword at the gates of death – 
He enters heaven with prayer. 

 



2010 Women’s Retreat 

The Women’s Retreat is designed to bring women together for the purpose of sharing with other women what God in 

His Wisdom and Love has done in our lives.  So that relationship’s can be built; that our faith can be strengthened and 

our lives can be rejuvenated and enriched, that all may know that who we are today and will be forever is to the Glory of 

God the Father.  With the Grace of God this will be accomplished through worship and song, fellowship, bible study and 

sharing. 
 

Please plan on joining us on Saturday, March 6, 2010, when we will explore and share in God’s Faithfulness.  Our speaker 

this year will be Roselyn Berg.  Your $15 registration will cover a continental breakfast and lunch plus music, singing, 

fellowship, Bible and life application, discussions and fun!  Everyone will be encouraged to BYOB – Bring Your Own Bible. 
 

The 2010 Women’s Retreat Committee consists of:  Kay Cheney, JoAnn Meyers, Geri Thompson, Gail Fay, Bobbi 

Mechler, Vanessa Pedersen, Marilyn Seitzberg, Rhonda Caruso and Deaconess Jeri Morrison as Staff Sponsor.  If you 

have any questions regarding retreat, please contact any member of the committee.   

 

Lutheran Social Services – Southwest 

(LSS-SW) Celebrates 40th Anniversary!��
�
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Deena Reedy in Concert – Feb. 14th  
�
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