The Parson’s Paragraphs

Our "Year of Prayer” continues --- what is happening in your prayer life?
What has changed? What has improved? What have you learned? I would
like to hear from you about your life of prayer ... and I would like to include
some responses (anonymously) in a future issue of REFLECTIONS. We can
learn from each other, encourage one another ... and move other believers to
a fuller expression of their prayer lifel Please respond (in print or emarl)!

You are receiving this as we approach our National Day of Independence.
Some are convinced our country always was and is a "Christian nation"; that,
I feel, is an exaggeration. Others maintain (or at least imply) that religion
played little to no influence in the founding and prosperity of our nation;
that, I think, is inaccurate. Many devout Christian people today seem to
wish that everything were just “right,” "Godly” and “Christian” in our leaders,
decisions and country. While this is a pious thought, we do not live (nor
would T wish to) in a theocracy.

What we can and do celebrate is “independence” from tyranny, and
freedoms to gather, bear arms, vote, and worship as we would! As is well
documented by serious historians, no article in the "Bill of Rights” calls for
“separation of church and state." VYes, one of the statesmen made that
reference, but that was in a personal writing. What we do have, under God,
is freedom for/to worship as we wish: without having to worship at all --- and
without having to worship a particular god.

This is a reminder for Christian people to use this freedom! How sad
that only about 20 of the Christians in our area are in a place of worship on
a given weekend. How sad that a (small) percentage of our own members
have not worshiped with us for months, even years! We have these national
freedoms (and yes, one can pray personally in a public school), but many do not
use them. Our response to God's Love honors Him and bears witness to Him!

In St. Paul's Letter to the Galatians, he reminds them of the freedom
they enjoy through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In addition,
he "scolds” them for holding onto Judaism's “rules” while seeking to serve
Christ --- a spiritual anomaly! As we give God thanks and praise for the
freedoms we have as citizens of the U S of A, pray, also, that we would live
and witness the spiritual freedom we have in Christ Jesus. Rejoice: we live
with Christian freedom in the Holy Spirit, and we have - today! - forgiveness,
life and salvation!

A happy, safe, blessed and thankful Fourth of July!

_John wwm Stieve

“Following Christ into People’s Lives”



Light in the Darkness

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
(Matthew 5:4)

At first, it may seem that Jesus is saying that mourning is a
blessed state. Just as 1 Thessalonians says “give thanks in all
circumstances;” not for all circumstances.

| am certain that there are few people here who have so far
escaped the experience of mourning. Especially since it is not
limited to grieving the death of a loved one . We also grieve when
we “voluntarily share [our] neighbor's pain”. That is, to show
compassion to those who are sick, in prison, impoverished, etc.
and seek to give of ourselves to improve their situation.

We also mourn when we consider our own sins, as well as our
neighbor’s sins. When we recognize our sin, we are grieved.
Trusting that as we confess our sins to God, He forgives us,
increases our faith and strengthens us for true repentance. We
pray the same for our neighbors, since God desires that none
should perish (2 Peter 3:9).

The Interpreter’s Bible explains that even though “grief itself is not
blessed...[but] mourning brings blessing... [For example,
|Darkness may reveal stars, worlds on worlds, which the garish
sun can only hide. So, [we] confront death, accept pain, and
offer hospitality.” The result is that we grow in compassion for
others, in our relationship with our Lord, and our faith is
strengthened.

That we would be comforted in our sorrow, and be comforting to
others is not just a “mere soothing”. The Greek word means “to
call along side of”. The Holy Spirit is our comforter, One who stays
beside us. The Latin word for comfort (con-fortis) means “with
strength”.  What a blessed reassurance that our God stands
beside us, more than strong enough to hold us up and help us
endure when we are at our weakest.

Thinking ahead...

Since many stores will be having sales on school supplies, now
would be a great time to start thinking about shopping for school
supplies for the Operation Christmas Child boxes. Also consider
purchasing plastic shoe boxes which are more durable than the
cardboard ones, as well as any other recommended items you may
find on sale. If you would like one of last year’s instruction pamphlets,
they are available at the information desk.

This project always has a tremendous response by our
congregation. It is a great way to share the light of Christ to
children who are living in the darkness of poverty.

Prayer warriors needed during
worship services. If you would be
willing to pray before during and
after the worship services. We
would gather before worship for a
brief prayer together and pray
silently at various times during the
service (ie before the sermon) that
the Lord would make His presence
known to worshippers; that the
worship experience would soften
hard hearts and draw each of us
closer to Him. There will be a brief
training Sunday 8:15 AM July 11.
Please contact Deaconess Jeri if you
have any questions.
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This is an amazing resource for our
community! They offer a senior lunch
program so you don't have to eat alone,
activities, trips, and life long learning
opportunities. They also provide care
during the day for young children and
adults who can't stay home alone- and
they get opportunities to work together
on crafts and activities. Check them out
at: http://www.casacanhelp.org/wp/

Women'’s Bible study:
Tuesday, July 6
10 AM in the Choir Room
The  “Beautiful Feet”
study guide is available
on the table by the
information center.

Together inHis service,

Deaconess Jeri







