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Sunday Worship Themes -
April

4t “Byt...”
I Corinthians 15:19-22

11" “The Resurrected
Jesus Calls Us Back to Life”

John 20:19-31

18" “Worthy is the Lamb”
Revelation 5:8-14

25" “Justified—Sanctified—
Glorified!”
Revelation 7:9-17

We invite you to read, pray
and prepare for each time of
worship.

jws

The Parson’s Paragraphs

As I write these words, a few activities are taking place on our campus: 1) Our
handbell choir is rehearsing; 2) Pictorial directory pictures are being “shot”; 3) A family
is waiting for Christian counseling.

Reflecting on these three different activities, I invite you to consider our church’s
“tag line”: “Following Christ into People’s Lives.” In a sense, they represent this tag
line-motto of our congregation. Handbell choir: worship of the Triune God is
paramount in one’s life. Alone, in small groups, at home, in public places, within our
church building — we are privileged to worship the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Beyond our members, we have worship guests — almost every week! The Lord
Jesus loves them, cares about them, and wants them to be saved. We follow Him into
their lives, as we invite them to receive the Gospel, sing, pray and participate in
corporate worship. Often, we may not know “those people” in the next (or our own!)
pew; however, in the Name of Christ, we are connecting with them.

Pictorial directory pictures: our in-house “cheat sheet”! If you do not think this
book is important, ask those who have been waiting months for one. About every five
years, we go through the process of pictures taken, collected, sorted — of people,
ministries, social activities --- much of the “life” of this church family. Thanks to all
who participate, we are kept “current” with members of this flock.

Please use the directory as an asset toward identifying and greeting each other.
Along with your nametag (are you wearing it?), the pictorial directory provides a
wonderful assist in knowing other members and understanding our church life. You and
I not only follow Christ, but also become one with other members of the Body of Christ!

Christian counseling: thanks to our partnership with Lutheran Social Services of the
Southwest (LSS-SW) and their willingness to initiate counseling on our campus, we are
blessed to follow Christ into lives. Personally, we have nothing to do and know nothing
of what transpires in this counseling. However, we thank God that we helped to bring
faith-based counseling (the only one) into Green Valley-Sahuarita, and that other
churches now share this ministry.

This is not about Risen Savior or LSS-SW; this is about the life-affecting and life-
changing events that God provides through His Word, prayer, and Christian caring,
counsel and direction. All are sinful and separated from God; however, through His
people, He works healing, strength, wholeness ... and hope!

There it is — our “Tag Line”: Following Christ into People’s Lives. What does that
mean to you? How do you apply that to your life of discipleship? Does this influence
your prayers, invitations, priorities or caring about others? A simple tag line will not do
that; however, the Love of Christ compels you to reach out to others with His Love ...
by His Word ... in His Name.

A blessed Holy Week and Eastertide! May the Christ who became flesh, died for
our sins, and arose in triumph, fill you with His Love, that your life honors Him and
serves others. Christis risen ... indeed! Amen! (The other “A” word returns 4 April.)

John Wm Stieve
“Following Christ into People’s Lives”




Light in the Darkness

Walking Wet

Romans 6:4We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death,
in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the
Father, we too might walk in newness of life.

“"Walking Wet" is the title of a book given to sponsors and
parents of children who were to be Baptized at a church
near where I studied for my degree in Deaconess Ministry.
What a loaded title. It may have been based on the verse
above. “...baptized... that we might walk in newness of
life”.

Baptized not just for a brief moment in time. But, for our
whole journey of this life and into eternity. What does it
mean to be “walking wet”? Knowing that our sins are
forgiven, we do not need to carry the burden of guilt and
we are heirs of the kingdom of Heaven. As the Holy Spirit
strengthens our faith we learn to trust that God promises
to meet all our needs and to always be with us no matter
how dark life may seem at times.

Through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism, God draws us
into a living relationship with Himself and transforms our
way of thinking. We no longer need to be worried about
self. We get to be concerned for others and share Christ’s
light, love, life and Word with them. We get to serve
others in Christ’'s Name. These actions are our thankful
response to the Lord’s gift of faith and salvation.

This Faith also inspires us to “abide with Him” (John 15).
To seek to worship Him with the way I live the life He has
given me. I am also motivated to study God’s Word, pray,
and participate in the public worship and Bible study with
other Christians.

God bless our journey as our faith grows and our actions
give Him glory.

He is Risen! He is risen indeed! And so are we!

April 2010

Financial Peace University
Dave Ramsey’s 13-week course on personal
finance will be offered here at Risen Savior.
Join us for a free preview class on

April 11th at 12:30 PM

in the Fellowship Hall.
The course, facilitated by Andrea Petty, will
be held on Sunday evenings at 6 PM
beginning May 2nd. Registration is required
for the course by April 14th so materials can
be ordered.

For more information or to register online go
to: http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/home/
This link is also on the Risen Savior
website (risen-savior.org).

Some course topics include: Super Saving,
Dumping Debt, Buyer Beware, Of Mice and
Mutual Funds, and The Great
Misunderstanding.

Sunday Morning Christian Education

Resurrection Sunday: No classes.

April 11th: Praying Like Jesus the
Messiah continues for its last session(s).

April 18-May 23: Don Gatzke will be
leading a Bible study about “Grace”

If you would like assistance finding a
small group Bible study during the week,
or a guide for personal study, | will be
glad to help you.

Women’s Monthly Bible Study: Tuesday, April 6 at 10 AM in the Choir Room.

The topic this month is: JUST GO!

That’s what our God asks us to do. He promises that He has a TIME TOWW v His service,

and a TASK for each of us. Read 1 Peter 2:9-10 and Acts 1:9.
Yes, we JUST GO with the blessing of our God! What excitement!
What a life! As you look forward to your next Gaza road

experience, may you have JOY in your journey!
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Deaconess Jert




Stephen Ministry 30" Anniversary at Risen Savior

The 30" anniversary was memorable. Six new Stephen Ministers were commissioned during Sunday
services on March 14. We are pleased to welcome Rod and Judy Houser, Paul Hayes, Helga Hendrickson,
Linda Connors and Kathy Rich. Pam Montgomery from Stephen Ministries, Saint Louis, read a letter to our
congregation from Dr. Kenneth Haugk, the founder of Stephen Ministry. Stephen leaders Sharon Chalgren,
Marsha Schoeneberg and Dick Schoeneberg, Pastor Stieve, Deaconess Jeri and Pam Montgomery conducted
the commissioning ceremony.

Sunday afternoon, March 14, the 30" Celebration was held in Fellowship Hall. Members, Stephen
Ministers and guests started with punch and appetizers. Gracepoint youth helped with food and punch and
later served cake and coffee. Guest commented on the beautifully decorated tables featuring centerpieces
made by Lis Mundinger. Stephen leaders from Valley Presbyterian Church and Our Lady of the Valley Roman
Catholic Churcy joined us.

The program began with the Invocation given by Deaconess Jeri. The Chancel Choir, accompanied
and directed by Dr. Ji Sun Lee, sang “Here | Am Lord”. Three past Stephen Leaders-- Wilma Brockmann, Aida
McBride and Evie Klammer-- shared their memories. Pam Montgomery, the featured speaker, spoke and
presented a slide show with the theme “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow.” The heartfelt and
inspiring talk ended with her singing “Who Will Be Jesus?”

After enjoying cake and coffee, everyone joined in to sing “The Servant Song.” Pastor Stieve closed
with a Benediction. Close to 100 people participated in the special event.

Commissioning Stephen Ministers Tables decorated for 30" Celebration

Pam Montgomery inspires
with her heartfelt talk



